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IV. 

THE SPELL OF ASHTAROTH. 

Op the numerous stories founded on biblical themes, a few only have met 
with popular favor. " The Spell of Ashtaroth " * will undoubtedly be classed 
among the few. It consists of a series of brilliant pictures which are thrown upon 
the canvas with such bold, strong outlines and rich oriental coloring that they 
appeal to the deepest emotions of the spectator. The semi-tropical country in 
which the scenes are laid furnishes an admirable background, perhaps, indeed the 
only one which could fittingly interpret these broad effects. 

Adriel. the son of Achat., the Israelite who appropriated and concealedlforbid- 
den spoil at the taking of Jericho, attempts to flee with a beautiful maiden of 
Jericho, whose life he has spared. He is discovered, and with his father's house- 
hold is condemned to be stoned to death The three pictures which really consti- 
tute the story are the falling of the walls of Jericho ; the casting of the lot 
whereby the offense of the house of Achan is discovered, and the execution of the 
sentence of death. As a sustained narrative of persons or places, the book can- 
not be regarded as successful, since all else is subsidiary to these central themes. 
The colors are laid on with a lavish band, and the impressions are not easily 
banished. It may be objected that a somewhat partisan ve w of the Divine justice 
is taken by the author. The sole Cinaanitisb survivor is a beautiful young girl, a 
devotee of Ashtaroth, it is true, but delineated in all the fascination of youth and 
beauty, and in pleasing contrast to the rude severity of the conqueriug Hebrew. 
The stern facts about the worshipers of the goddess offering human sacrifices, 
blood-thirsty and fiendish in their cruel and impure rites, and naught but foul 
blots on the face of the earth, are entirely overlooked. However, the author is 
not dealing with the principles of religious tthics, and he has made a success in the 
line which he attempted, that o£ writing a powerful, dramatic, oriental novel. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

If that may be called a successful book of travel which awakens in the hearts 
of its readers eager longings to follow in the footsteps of the voyagers, then may Mrs. 
Sheldon's recital of the adventures of three Yankee girls in Zulu Landt be classed 
among the successes of the season. The charm of an agreeable traveling companion 
largely depends on his adaptability to all possible and impossible circumstances. 
The three sisters who make the trip to South Africa for the health of one, possess 
this delightful characteristic in an unusual degree, and travel for five years in and 
about South Africa, living in odd little inns, riding in coaches and ox wagons 
with royal contentment, and secure in full measure the object of their journey, 
with abundance of good times besides. Ostrich and sheep farms, gold and dia- 
mond fields are visited, and all sorts of incidents connected with sight-seeing in a 
strange and tropical country, as well as the methods of carrying on the 
various industries are vividly and amusingly described. The reader is never 
weighed down by the consciousness of unpleasant circumstances, which were, of 
necessity, more or less numerous. Life, or at least the life of travelers in this re- 
gion, appears to be full of good cheer. The style is bright and captivating 
throughout. 

* "The Spell of Ashtaroth " By Dnffield Osborne. NSwYork: Charles Scribner's Sons. 
t"Yanke« Girls in Znln Land." By Louise Vescelins-Shnldon. Illustrated by G. E. Graves, 
after sketches from life by E. J. Austen. New York : Worthington Co. 



